
The Good News
EUREKA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

HTTPS: / /EUREKAILUMC.ORG/

The Power of Words

FEBRUARY
2023

"Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray." Proverbs 22 : 6 NRSV

     When I Was a young boy, my parents thought that it would be a great idea to sign me up
for summer baseball. It was a good idea. I would get outside and enjoy the fresh air, and meet
other young boys around town. Each day for practice I would ride my bicycle across town to
field balls. 
     What never failed, though, was that I would always get chosen for the worst team in the
league. It wasn't that the boys were that bad at baseball, we had hardly been exposed to the
game. Every time we did something wrong, the coach would belittle and berate us. Needless
to say we didn't win a single game that entire summer. It was the last summer I played
summer league baseball.
     What defeated us on the field was not our ability to hit the ball or run the bases. What
defeated us were the words the coach used. "You're useless as a ball player!" he would tell say.
I can still see him screaming in the dugout during the game.
     In contrast, the winning team's coach encouraged them. He invited them to improve their
skills. "Practice will make you an even better ball player." he would tell them. "Good effort!" he
would say. It is amazing how simple words can either light a person up, or defeat them.
     When Jesus walked the earth in Israel, he ministered to the downtrodden, the forgotten, and
the lost. They had already been defeated by society. People thought that their parents or they
themselves has sinned and that their position in life was God's punishment on them.
     But Jesus calls the church to be in ministry with all persons, encouraging them in their lives
and in their relationships with God. Sometimes the church has fallen short of this calling. "Can
you believe they are in the church! They aren't dressed right!" I've heard this said many times. 
     Yet how will people know about God and Jesus Christ if we tell them they are not wanted in
church. How do our words keep people from knowing the love of God shown to us through
Jesus Christ?
     We are called to encourage on another in the faith. "Jesus Loves Me This I Know." the song
tells us. What wonderful words of encouragement! No matter what we've done in our life, God
will continue to love us. Now those are the words the world needs to hear!
    
      I'll see you in church!

In Christ, 
Pastor Bob
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The Chosen

The chosen is a series about the life of
Jesus, bringing the Old and New
Testament to life in a fresh way. 
Each week, the same DVD will be shown
at two  different times, so if you miss one
you can catch the next!

Week 13 "Spirit" (47:44)
Week 14 "Unlawful" (44:34)
Week 15 "Reckoning" (42:58)
Week 16 "Beyond Mountain" (59:07)

Please consider joining us for the DVD
series which will run for 8 weeks. You do
not have to attend each session but once
you see one, you won't want to miss
another! 

The schedule is as follows:

HTTPS: / /EUREKAILUMC.ORG/

Sunday Sermon Series:

2/5/2023 - "Let There Be..."
     Scriptures: Genesis 1:1-5 and Luke 12:49
2/12/2023 - "Every Last Drop"
     Scriptures: Hebrews 12:28-29 and Isaiah 43:1 - 3a
2/19/2023 - "Gathering"
     Scriptures: Exodus 3:1-5 and Acts 2:1 - 13
2/26/2023 - "Lead Us Not Into Temptation"
     Scriptures: Matthew 4:1-11

"Happy Sunday! If you are happy today, share the joy with the Lord, if you are
sad, find strength in God, and remember that He is always in your heart." -

Unknown

Grow In Faith

Mondays at 11 AM and Thursdays at 6 pm
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2023 Mission and Ministry Giving

January: Local - Heartline & Heart House

February: Conference - IGRC Camp Scholarship Fund

March: National - Joni & Friends

April: Local - Meals on Wheels

May: Conference - Mission Distribution Center

June: National - Love Packages

July: Local - Salvation Army

August: Conference - Leslie Bates Friendship House

September: National - UMCOR Disaster Relief

October: Local - ADDWC

November: DaySpring Native American UMC

December: Southside Mission

Missionary Support 2023:

Alicia Wright  - India

Connie Weick - China

Priscilla Jaiah - Liberia

Jeff Spence - Taiwan

Davies Musigo - Kenya

February Mission Spotlight 

The Illinois Great Rivers Conference camping program is an extension of the local church's
disciple-making process. Its mission is to connect people, nature, and Christ for the
transformation of the world. Donating to the scholarship fund helps ensure that no camper
will have to miss the experience due to financial hardship.

IGRC Camp Scholarship Fund   

Mission and Ministry

Donations can now be made online! Please visit the following website if you are interested. 




https://eurekailumc.org/donate/ 

Did you know?
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EUMC & RUMC News
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This winter is predicted to be filled with bad weather. If we have to cancel the following
will occur: 



EUMC - a phone message will be sent out on our Phonevite service. If you are not on our
list, please call the church office to be added. 

RUMC - information will be posted on the WEEK TV 25/WHOI TV19 web page and
broadcast by 7:30 AM

Weather Reminder

Ash Wednesday

Join Pastor Bob for a Lenten study on the
gospel of Luke. We will be studying Adam
Hamilton's book.

Luke: Jesus and the Outsiders, Outcasts, and
Outlaws

We will have to order the books, so please call
your church office to place your order by
February 21st. The cost is $12 per book.

Lenten Study

The Study will meet each week at 11 am on Monday mornings in Eureka and
will be repeated at 6 pm on Thursday evenings in Roanoke. The study will

begin on March 6, 2023. We hope to see you!

Children's Church
Childrens Church:
Calling all kids! Join Children's Church following Children's message. 

Would you like to help out with Children's Church? Contact Kathy! She is looking for anyone
who would like to fill in when she is not available. Lession plans would already be arranged!

We will celebrate Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent with services for the imposition
of Ashes. The first will be held at 12:15 p.m. over the lunch hour at Eureka United Methodist
Church and the second will be held in the Roanoke United Methodist Church at 6 p.m. on
Wednesday, February 22, 2023. Plan to join us as we begin our journey to the cross on Good
Friday culminating with the empty tomb on Easter. It all begins with remembering our need
to repent on Ash Wednesday.



On February 23rd Jenna Smith from
the Woodford County Home
Extension will be giving a
presentation on Heart Health Meals
along with a tasting test in the
Fellowship Hall at 11 AM. Reservations
will be required before 10 am on
February 20th. 

EUMC & RUMC News
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EUMC Senior Fellowship

RUMC Senior Fellowship

The RUMC Senior Fellowship is being held on
Wednesday, February 15th. Potluck will start at
noon. Fried chicken will be provided; please
bring a dish to share. Following lunch, our
speaker is Marissa Bainter, Volunteer
Coordinator for Peoria Habitat for Humanity. A
goodwill offering will be taken after lunch. Please
RSVP to Deb Schrader by Friday, February 10th if
you will be able to attend.

February 5: Board Game Night at Eureka UMC
     Time: 5 to 7 pm
     Dinner: Sloppy Joes
     What to Bring: Your friends and your favorite Board games!

February 19: Volleyball at Roanoke UMC
     Time: 5 to 6:30 pm
     Dinner: Hot dogs and Chips
     What to Bring: Friends and your Bible
     Lesson: Get Plugged In (Church Involvement)

Due to schedule conflicts on the second Sunday of the month (i.e. Easter and Mother's
day) Youth Group will be moving to the first and third Sunday's of the month. The First
Sunday we will meet at the Eureka Church and the Third Sunday we will meet at the
Roanoke church. Bring your friends and join us for fun and fellowship!

February Youth Group



February 18, 2023, from 6 AM to 10 AM.

We will have eggs to order, pancakes,
sausage, hashbrowns, toast, coffee, juice,
and milk.

Help and Donations are appreciated!

W.D. Boyce Council, Pack 257 will be holding
the 2023 Pinewood Derby the weekend of
February 11th at EUMC. The tracks will be set up
on Thursday evening in the Fellowship hall
and weigh-in will be Friday the 10th from 6:30-
8 PM. The Derby will be held on Saturday the
11th from 8 AM - 12 PM. Popcorn will be
available at a discounted price.

Sunday, February 12, 2023, at 1 pm, singles and couples will be meeting at Caponi's in
Toluca for a Valentine's Diner. 

The cost is $21.75 per person, this includes tax, tip, and tea or coffee. The meal is chicken
family style. This event is something that RUMC has done in the past and they are inviting
us to join them. Sign-up is required so we can make reservations. Please do so by
Wednesday, February 8th at 2 pm at the latest. A sign-up list is available in the foyer.

Valentines Diner

EUMC & RUMC News
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47th Old Farmers Breakfast

Pinewood Derby

Before purchasing any food for the church at Eureka Kirby Foods. Please check out the
charge card from the church office. 

Thank you!

Remember!



Remember! 

Turn off any lights when you leave a
room.
Feel free to use the toys balls, tables,
and chairs in the fellowship hall, but
make sure to return them to where you
found them. 
If you see something that needs to be
repaired, contact one of the trustees! 

The Trustees can use everyone's
assistance to keep our property in tip-top
shape.

Date: February 20 - March 1, 2024
The trip is through Educational
Opportunities
You will need a passport.
Flights will be out of Chicago and at
this time we do not have that pricing,
however, pricing from NY is $3,498 per
person.
A few of the places we will visit will be:
Bethlehem, Jericho, Herodium,
Caesaria, Cana, Nazareth, Samaria,
Jacob's Well, the Sea of Galilee,
Jerusalem, Caesaria Philippi, and
many more.
An informational meeting will be held
Sunday, March 12th, 2023 at 2 pm at
the church.

Pastor is organizing a trip to the Holy
Land in February of 2024. The details are
as follows:

Diabetes Clinic
The Woodford County Home Extension will be holding their monthly Diabetes Clinic meetings at our
church in Conference Room 1, on the third Monday of each month from 1:30 to 2:30 pm. This begins in
February and will run through November. This is an excellent opportunity to learn more about how to
prevent or live with diabetes. 

EUMC & RUMC News
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2024 Holy Land Pilgrimage

Security/Chair - Jordan Bunting
Inside Church - Chris Lee/Marty Lehman
Mechanical - Gary Knepp
Outside - Paul Attig
Kitchen/Laundry - Ken Jackson
Parsonage - Edie Jackson/Lynn Hinnen

Listed below are the Trustees and their area of
responsibility:



2/1 Judy Kanaga
2/2 Linda Anderson
2/3 Jennings Schertz
2/3 Lou Strong
2/4 Parker Jackson
2/8 Shirley Litwiller
2/10 Gary Knepp
2/11 Vickie Ridle
2/14 Heather Lehman
2/19 Tim Sylvester
2/22 Marilyn Kern
2/23 Arlene Staff
2/29 Bill White

Blessings and Prayer
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Birthday Celebrations

Anniversary Celebrations

None this month

Pray for .....

The people of war-torn countries
Our Pastor and his wife
Our Congregation
Those in our community suffering from
COVID and other illnesses
Those who are grieving, hurting, or lonely
The least, last, and lost, and those who do
not yet know Jesus
Those in service to God, country, and our
community
Pray that you feel God's Love and Grace
for you

Keeping You in Prayer

"The Lord Bless you and Keep         

You ; 

the Lord make his face shine on

you and be gracious to you;

The Lord turn his face toward

you and give you peace"

Numbers 4: 24 - 26



2/1/2023 - 10 AM Chosen  C1
2/2/2023 - 6 PM Chosen C1 , 6:30 PM Finance C3
2/5/2023 - 5 PM Youth Group EUMC
2/6/2023 - 11 AM Chosen C1
2/7/2023 - 1 PM Prayer Group, 6 PM Church Council 
2/8/2023 - 10 AM Chosen C1 
2/9/2023 - 6 PM The Chosen C1 , 6 - 7:30 PM Scouts Derby Set up 
2/10/2023 - 9 AM - 12 Book Club, 6-7:30 PM Scouts Derby Weigh-in
2/11/2023 - 8 AM - 12 Scouts Pinewood Derby
2/12/2023 - 10 AM set up for Old Farmers Breakfast, 1 PM Valentine Dinner Caponi's
2/13/2023 - 11 AM Chosen C1
2/14/2023 - 1 PM Prayer Group C1
2/15/2023 - 10 AM Chosen C1
2/16/2023 - 1:30-2:30 Diabetes Clinic C1 , 6 PM Chosen C1
2/17/2023 - 7 PM Whistnant Concert Washington Evangelical 
2/18/2023 -  6 - 10 AM Old Farmers Breakfast
2/19/2023 - 5 PM Youth Group RUMC
2/20/2023 - 11 AM Chosen C1
2/21/2023 - 1 PM Prayer Group C1
2/22/2023 - 10 AM Chosen C1 , Ash Wednesday Service at 12:15 EUMC & at 6 pm at RUMC
2/23/2023 - 11 AM Senior Fellowship, 6PM Chosen C1
2/26/2023 - 8 AM Fellowship, 10 AM Hospitality C1
2/27/2023 - 6:30 - 8 PM Scouts Pack Carnival 
2/28/2023 - 1 PM Prayer Group C1

The Good News
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Schedule for February 2023

Other Important Information 
Greeters: 
2/5/2023 - Sylvesters
2/12/2023 - Doty's
2/19/2023 - Lehman's 
2/26/2023 - L. Strong

Pastor Bob's Schedule:
Eureka - Monday & Wednesday 9 am

to 12 noon
Roanoke - Tuesday and Thursday 9:15

am to 12 noon

Church Contact Information: 
208 N Callender ST, Eureka IL, 61530
(309) 467 - 3026 
EUMC61530@gmail.com

Pastor Bob Herath
revraherath@gmail.com
(309) 252 - 1136

*C1 ~ Conference Room 1
*C3 ~ Conference Room 3


